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first ripples on the otherwise peaceful waters appeared.
Nor was it long before the Pope and Mussolini found
themselves at loggerheads over the question of Catholic
education. Early in 1930 this inevitable conflict broke
out afresh. It was all over the body known as Catholic
Action, which is Pope Pius' pet offspring. This body is
determined to keep the youth of Italy Catholic: it includes
such societies as the Catholic Young Men's Society, the
Catholic Young Women's Society, the Catholic Educa-
tional Board, the Public Morals Federation, and the
University Students' Federation. There were also Catholic
Boy Scouts, Clubs and economic and social associations
for the adult working classes. Mussolini, however, had
his own ideas, and had developed the Black Shirt Avan-
guardisti and the Balllla. He was determined that the
State and not the Church should control the family.
The Pope issued an encyclical against him. The
Fascists in turn published two books. The Pope im-
mediately had these books placed on the Index.
The Pope has always been determined, wherever
possible, to have control of education, and the totalitarian
state has always had the same idea for itself. By 1931 the
situation had become critical. The Government closed
several of the Catholic Clubs in Rome, and the Prefects
did the same in the provinces. There were numbers of
Black Shirt demonstrations, and many acts of aggression
against Church property were committed. The Pope
demanded immediate compensations, which were as im-
mediately rejected by the Fascist Government, who
demanded the exercise of the Arbitration Clause of the
Concordat, to open a discussion on the definition of
Clause 43, the clause which defines the scope of Catholic